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Dear Director,

On behalf of the Financial Accountability and Corporate Transparency (FACT) Coalition, this
letter responds to the government’s invitation to comment on the exposure draft legislation and
accompanying explanatory materials regarding Public Country by Country Reporting (PCbCR)
dated April 6, 2023." This letter welcomes the draft legislation amending the Tax Administration
Act 1953 (TAA) to include greater public disclosure of tax and operational data from certain
large multinational enterprises (MNEs), and FACT encourages the Australian government to
swiftly advance the exposure draft in the form of final legislation. The comments below have
been endorsed by Oxfam America.

The FACT Coalition is a United States-based, non-partisan alliance of more than 100 state,
national, and international organizations promoting policies to build a fair and transparent global
financial system that limits abusive tax avoidance and curbs the harmful impacts of corrupt
financial practices.” FACT is a leading voice for PCbCR?® and has collaborated with
policy-makers, investors, standard-setting bodies, and international advocates to advance PCbCR
best practices and other tax transparency measures globally.
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This draft legislation comes at a time when global momentum is building for increased tax
transparency by large MNEs. While legislators and activists have long sought greater disclosure
of tax and operational data by large firms for the purpose of identifying tax avoidance practices,
investors worth trillions of dollars in assets under management are increasingly demanding
PCDbCR data as a tool to better understand the corporate governance, regulatory, geopolitical, and
supply chain risks associated with particular firms.* In the U.S., growing investor demand for
this data has prompted the Financial Accounting Standards Board (FASB) to release draft
recommendations requiring greater disaggregation of reported tax data from certain
multinationals,’ and the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) has signaled its
understanding of the importance of greater disaggregation for tax and operations reporting.°

While limited measures mandating the publication of disaggregated tax and operational data
have been advanced by certain jurisdictions in recent years, notably including in the European
Union,’ these measures fall short of the GRI 207-4® standards — developed in consultation with
businesses, accountants, and transparency experts — on which the draft legislation that is the
subject of this comment is largely based. By advancing this draft legislation, the Australian
government has positioned itself as a global leader on tax transparency, and has taken a
necessary step toward addressing existing information asymmetries between MNEs, investors,
policymakers, academics, civil society, and other potential users of PCbCR data.

Comments:

1. Definition of reporting entities
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FACT urges Australia to maintain, as proposed, the scope of entities subject to PCbCR
requirements, including certain Australian resident entities and foreign parented MNEs with
Australian permanent establishments.’ It is hard to overstate the importance of including certain
foreign-parented MNEs with permanent establishments in Australia in PCbCR requirements, as
the Australian economy is an attractive investment destination for these MNEs but has
comparatively few relevant companies headquartered in the jurisdiction. Limiting the scope of
application for PCbCR reporting requirements could significantly limit the utility of this
information as it applies to creating sound policy that benefits the Australian economy, and may
potentially lead to distortive tax practices to avoid transparency.

As the government notes in its explanatory materials accompanying the draft legislation,
international momentum has gathered behind efforts for greater tax transparency in recent years,
reflecting a shift in public sentiment towards greater accountability for large businesses.'® By
capturing large foreign-parented MNEs in sufficiently fulsome PCbCR requirements, the
government has an opportunity to lead a sea-change in global tax transparency,
establishing a strong standard by which subsequent regimes may be measured and
incentivizing other jurisdictions to take complementary actions.

2. Scope and nature of public information

FACT supports the government’s decision to require information with respect to any given
reporting entity that is consistent with international best practices, including Global Reporting
Initiative (GRI) 207-4, and that takes various multilateral coordinated tax reform efforts into
consideration, including those being advanced at the Organization for Economic Cooperation
and Development (OECD). Australia is also unilaterally improving on these standards by
requiring certain additional information, such as additional details relating to intangible assets,
which are fundamental to understanding the tax planning strategies employed by MNEs, and
which complement standards like GRI 207-4."

In particular, FACT supports requiring details on the intangible assets held by reporting entities,
as well as expenses from related party transactions, as the publication of these metrics will
dramatically enhance the ability of end users to identify tax avoidance strategies being utilized
by a given entity, such as profit shifting and transfer pricing. FACT agrees with the government’s
assessment that “The presence of related party transactions and increases in intangible assets are
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specific indicators of corporate governance risk and would complement the GRI 207
disclosures.”'?

To the end of providing complete and comparable data for end users, FACT supports the decision
of the government to require publication of the information outlined above and specified in the
draft legislation “in respect of each jurisdiction in which the country by country reporting group
operates...”"* Critically, Australia should consider clarifying that the use of the word
“operates” is not meant to be a limiting characteristic based on physical activity, and
includes any jurisdiction in which the MNE has a legal, physical, financial, or other
presence. Failing to require this information for each such jurisdiction may result in an
incomplete picture regarding the tax strategies employed by large MNEs, including with respect
to tax dodging practices that may be facilitated by a myriad of jurisdictions (and not just those
historically labeled as “tax havens™). In doing so, Australia can also avoid this reporting regime
becoming a tool of politics, rather than a tool of policy, as may be the case in jurisdictions where
PCbCR reporting is limited to certain “problematic” jurisdictions.

The combination of information required to be reported under the draft amendments fulfills the
government’s stated intention to “provide the public with a comprehensive picture of (a) CBC
reporting group’s tax affairs while minimising the compliance and administrative burden
imposed on the CBC reporting parent,”'* as well as to “provide a picture of how (an) entity
structures its tax affairs in Australia and globally.”" FACT agrees that the compliance burdens
associated with reporting requirements introduced under the draft amendments are ameliorated
by significant overlap between existing confidential CbCR requirements under the ITAA

1997 — which are largely consistent with those also adopted around the globe pursuant to the
confidential OECD Action Item 13 — and the proposed PCbCR regime. '

Additionally, FACT welcomes the inclusion of language through which further regulations may
enhance or otherwise expand on reporting requirements prescribed by the draft legislation, so as
to keep reporting requirements consistent with evolving best-practices and recommendations
established by the GRI or other such bodies.'’

FACT also encourages the government to include GRI Disclosure 207-4, Reporting
Recommendation 2.3.4'® on “industry-related and other taxes or payments to governments” as a
required element of the legislation. These disclosures are particularly relevant in sectors, like
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mining, oil and gas, where fiscal instruments other than corporate income tax play a significant
role in the fiscal regime, as the collection of these revenues may also be adversely impacted by
abusive tax avoidance or corrupt financial practices. Disclosure of payments-to-governments at a
project-level in line with international best practice can help mitigate against these risks.

3. Entities exempted from reporting requirements

The government’s draft legislation contemplates a number of circumstances under which specific
entities or classes of entities may be exempted from PCbCR, or may otherwise be exempted from
publishing specific categories of required data."” Exemptions have a potential to undermine
the transparency of this PCBCR proposal, and should be thoughtfully considered before
being granted. Data is most helpful to end users — whether investors, policymakers or the public
— when it is fulsome, standardized, and comparable.

At a minimum, the government should ensure that the decision making process
surrounding exemptions is transparent and conforms to a clear, consistent standard.
Exemptions that apply to entire entity classes — which under the draft legislation may only be
applied via legislative instrument® — should, in particular, be issued very sparingly so as to
ensure that PCbCR requirements cover as wide a range of relevant entities as is appropriate.

Similarly, the draft legislation allows the Commissioner to exempt specific government entities
that “are subject to alternative disclosure or accountability regimes through government budget
processes.””! In order to maximize transparency, government-related entities should only be
issued exemptions in cases when the entity in question is already subject to one or more
disclosure regimes that are comparable in nature and scope to the draft legislation’s PCbCR
requirements.

FACT also recommends that the government publish and maintain a list of exempted entities,
classes of entities, and entities that are otherwise exempted from disclosures pertaining to
particular information under the PCbCR regime, as well as the reasons for said exemptions,
alongside disclosures for a given income year.

Conclusion:

Through this draft legislation, the government has introduced a strong, durable framework that
may serve as a model for other jurisdictions seeking to introduce or enhance their own tax
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transparency regimes. FACT applauds the government for its actions to arm legislators,
investors, journalists, and other end users of PCbCR data with information needed to better
assess the tax practices of large MNEs, and to strengthen public faith in the domestic and
international tax systems.

FACT is grateful for the opportunity to comment, and remains available for further discussion
and input. Please contact lan Gary at igary@thefactcoalition with any questions or comments.

Respectfully submitted,

Ian Gary, Executive Director, FACT Coalition

Erica Hanichak, Government Affairs Director, FACT Coalition



